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the time of Hamilton to adopt protectionist duties against Europe and especially against England, why should it not be equally advantageous for Canada which economically is at an early stage of development to adopt a similar policy ?
It must again be pointed out that at present the question is not as to the complete abandonment of differential duties, but only of such as fall on British goods. The case of imperial protection against the world is considered later on.
With this proviso it will be apparent to any reader of Hamilton's report that his great arguments do not apply to the case of Canada and the United Kingdom; and Canada is only taken as representative of all the protectionist colonies.
The opening sentence of Hamilton's Report on Manufactures states that his attention had been directed "particularly to the means of promoting such manufactures as will tend to render the United States independent on foreign nations for military and other essential supplies." Amongst these essential supplies are all kinds of manufactures ; and he goes on to show, iu the first place, that the markets of Europe were not regularly open to the agricultural products of the States; and accordingly there was a difficulty in obtaining the corresponding imports from Europe when barriers were imposed on the exports from the States. It is obvious that if Canada is regarded politically and economioally as part of the British empire, military dependence on the mother country for supplies is totally different